0 




Attorney Docket: 381AS/49210 

PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: HIROSHI SAKAMOTO ET AL. 

Serial No.: 09/653,169 Group Art Unit: 3618 

Filed: SEPTEMBER 1, 2000 Examiner: BRYAN FISCHMANN 

Title: POWER TRANSMISSION APPARATUS OF MOTOR 

VEHICLES 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT RECEIVED 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.97 and §1.98 y ^ ^ 2003 

GROUP 3600 

Mail Stop RCE \3rw w 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR §1.56, Applicant 
hereby notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which 
are listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 and/or listed herein and which the 
Examiner may deem relevant to patentability of the claims of the above- 
identified application. 

English abstracts summarizing the disclosures of the FR 2 777 231 and FR 
2 699 127 publications are submitted herewith. 

In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 CFR 
§ 1.98(a)(3) for foreign language documents, Applicant encloses herewith a copy of 
a corresponding foreign Search Report citing such documents, together with an 
English-language version (if not already included) of that portion of the Search 
Report indicating the degree of relevance found by the foreign office. 
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The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after either a 
final Office Action or a Notice of Allowance, but before payment of the Issue Fee, 
and therefore Applicant is submitting herewith a check in the amount of $180.00 
under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) and a Statement Under 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(e). 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission 
that any such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present 
application. Applicant does not waive any right to take any action that would be 
appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any listed document as a competent 
reference against the claims of the present application. 



CROWELL & MORING, LLP 
P.O. Box 14300 
Washington, DC 20044-4300 
Telephone No.: (202) 624-2500 
Facsimile No.: (202) 628-8844 

(056203) 



Respectfully submitted, 



May 8, 2003 




James F. McKeown 
Registration No. 25,406 
William G. Ackerman 
Registration No. 45,320 
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